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      BOYD LEADS EFFORT TO HALT CORPS’ NEW WATER PLAN

Delegation Letter asks the Corps to address Florida’s concerns

  
        
      

WASHINGTON, D.C.—U.S. Senator Bill Nelson (D-Florida) and U.S. Congressman Allen Boyd (D-North Florida) today led the effort amongst members of the Florida Congressional Delegation to halt the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Revised Interim Operations Plan (RIOP) so that Florida’s concerns can be addressed.  At a meeting with the Florida Congressional Delegation, Nelson and Boyd circulated a letter expressing serious concerns about the effects that the historically low flows allowed for in the RIOP would have on the Apalachicola River and Bay and questioning the legality of the new water plan.

“The Corps plan is unacceptable,” U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson said.  “Florida could get less water than ever before flowing down the Apalachicola River – posing a serious threat to the livelihoods of the fishermen and oyster harvesters who rely on the river to make a living.”

“Florida must stand together to protect our resources and the people who depend on the Apalachicola River and Bay for their livelihood,” said Boyd.  “Florida’s concerns with this water plan are serious, justified, and urgent.  The Corps’ water plan must be put to a halt so that we can develop a responsible plan that balances the needs of all of the users along the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint system.  It can be done, but this new water plan is not it.”

The Revised Interim Operations Plan (RIOP) allows for flows as low as 4,500 cubic feet per second (cfs) and more storage retention in upstream lakes to the detriment of downstream users without any consideration of demand management along the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint (ACF) system.  The plan would be in effect for the next five years as the Corps rewrites the water control manuals for the ACF system.

“This new water plan is especially frustrating to me because I see it as a reward for Georgia’s lack of long term water planning,” Boyd stated.  “Florida has been planning for our water needs for the past 35 years, while Georgia has failed to do so amidst major development in the state.  Georgia must recognize their need to look further down the road and develop a plan for their continued growth and water needs that does not cripple their downstream neighbors.”
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